Chapter 5 – Control Operator Duties: 3 Questions


What You MUST know for the Test

Answers to all questions, numbers T5A01, page 11.28 through T5C12, page 11.33.  

T5A – Operating Privileges – Control Operator Location

· No matter whose station you are operating, you are only allowed the privileges of your license class if you are the control operator.

· If you are operating within the privileges of your license class, you can operate any amateur equipment.

· The Control Operator must be at the station’s Control Point (have we said that enough?) when the station is operating, unless the station is operating under automatic control.   

· If you have a dual-band mobile transceiver, and set it up for cross-band operation, there must be a control operator at the control point.
· You will find the list of your privileges in (wait for it ………) Part 97 !!!!

· If you transmit from another amateur’s station, you are both responsible for the station’s proper operation.

· If you let an amateur of a higher class operate your station, the higher class amateur can use their privileges (as long as proper identification is given).

· You can only use your license class privileges when operating any station.  So, if you’re a Tech, operating a General’s station, you still can only operate on the Tech bands.

· Unlicensed persons (family members, etc), can’t use the station unless you are there to be the control operator!

T5B – Power, Interference, Station ID

· You must identify (send your callsign) once every 10 minutes, and at the end of the contact, each station must transmit its own callsign.

· CW can be used for station ID, regardless of frequency.

· If you are using a language besides English, you must send your station ID in English.

· The average power supplied to an antenna transmission line during one RF cycle is “Peak Envelope Power”.

· At all times, stations should use the minimum legal power necessary to communicate
· When participating on a net, after checking in, do not transmit on the net until asked to do so by the net operator.

· For model aircraft telecommand, station ID is not required; however, the transmitter must be labeled with the station licensee’s name, address, and callsign.

· Transmitting on a police frequency might block police calls or interrupt police communications.  (And it’s illegal, immoral, and stupid!  DON’T DO IT!)

· If you are operating on a band that is assigned to the amateur service on a secondary basis, and a station assigned to the primary service causes interference, change frequencies.  You must not cause interference to the primary service per FCC rules.

T5C – Authorized Transmissions, Prohibited Practices, Third Party Communications, etc.

· If you talk to someone on the air, and don’t give your callsign, you have conducted and “Unidentified communication”  (Remember, you must ID every 10 minutes and at the end of the contact.  More often isn’t bad, and helps keep you out of trouble.)

· One type of one-way communication that is legal is control signals to a model aircraft.

· No payment is allowed for messages sent over amateur radio (in any circumstance).

· Third-party communication is a message sent between two amateur stations for someone else.

· Third-party messages are allowed to be sent to a foreign country when the US has a third-party agreement with the foreign country or the third party is qualified to be a control operator.

· If you let an un-licensed party use your station, you must continuously monitor and supervise at the control point.
· For third-party communications internationally, a US station must end the communication by sending both call signs.

· Pretending there is an emergency, and transmitting the word “MAYDAY” is: “false or deceptive signals” (and illegal, immoral, and stupid …. oh, we’ve said that already, haven’t we?)

· A Repeater is commonly used to retransmit amateur radio signals.

· Keying up your microphone to test access to a repeater (“kerchunking”) is an illegal unidentified transmission.

· You may never deliberately interfere with another station’s communications.  (Now this one is just common sense!)

· Repeatedly transmitting on a frequency occupied by a group in a net is called “Harmful or malicious interference” (again, common sense.  One word: Don’t!)

Things You Should Know

Your license grants you certain privileges, but only those privileges.  If you are a Technician, and visit the shack of an Extra, you don’t suddenly gain the same privileges as the Extra. 

Station ID is important.  You must ID every 10 minutes and at the end of a contact.  Again, more often is not a problem, and is actually good practice (that way, you don’t have to constantly watch the clock).  Remember the special case?  When handling third party traffic with a country   

outside the US, you must send the other station’s ID and your ID at the end of the transmission.  

You’ll hear several different techniques used by different amateurs in ID’ing, but the main thing is to identify yourself.  Don’t key up that repeater just to see if you can “hit it from here”.  If you want to test repeater access, key your mike, and say something like “N4JAH testing repeater access.”  It also isn’t necessary to say “for ID purposes” after your call; we all know why you’re offering your ID (though many people do, and there’s really nothing wrong with it).

The questions in this section about false or deceptive signals, intentional interference with others, etc., are really common sense.  You wouldn’t want anyone interfering with your communications on purpose, so why would you even consider doing it to someone else?  Yes, you will hear such things on the air, sadly enough.  Our advice to you is to “spin the dial” (change to another frequency, or QSY in ham lingo).  Don’t waste your time attempting to argue with  such childish people; you will only make matters worse, and bring yourself down to their level.  In any human activity, there are always a few who do their best to make things miserable for others; don’t give them the satisfaction by even recognizing their existence.  Sooner or later, they will get bored and go away.  Lead by your good example: strive to be the best, most courteous operator you can be!
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