Chapter 4 – Station Licensee Duties:  3 Questions


What You MUST know for the Test

Answers to all questions, numbers T4A01, page 11.23 through T4C14, page 11.28.  

T4A – Station Location 

· You can operate aboard a cruise ship with the approval of the ship’s master, using your own equipment.  You can operate aboard a plane if the pilot in command OKs it.  Again, with your own equipment.

· You can operate anywhere in the US, and anywhere where the FCC controls radio, whenever FCC rules allow.

· If you don’t provide the FCC with a correct mailing address, you could loose your license!  You must be able to receive mail from the FCC

· If you move, fill out FCC form 605, attach a copy of your license, and mail it to the FCC in Gettysburg, PA.

· You can erect an antenna 200 feet high.  Anything higher, and you must register with the FCC and notify the FAA

· One oddball question in this section asks which is NOT a consideration for an antenna location.  Just remember the correct answer is : Polarization of the feed line

T4B – Control Operator

· The Control Operator is the licensed amateur operator who is responsible for the station’s equipment, and for the transmissions from that station.  In other words, the Control Operator is in Control of the station at all times when the station is transmitting.
· To be in Control, you must be there.  “There” is defined as the Control Point.  This is where the Control Operator function is performed.
· A Control Operator can control any number of transmitters at one time. (Common sense says there is a limit to this, though!)
· The FCC can inspect your station any time it wants to.
· If it is determined that your station causes interference to nearby radio and television receivers, the FCC can require that you not operate during “prime time”  and on Sunday mornings on those frequencies that cause the interference.
· To help keep unauthorized persons from using your station equipment, it is recommended that you use a key operated on/off switch on the main power line.
· To help keep unauthorized persons from using your mobile equipment, it is recommended that you disconnect the microphone from the mobile unit when not in use. (Might be a good idea to lock that car door, too; but that’s not the book answer!)
T4C – Public Service – Emergency and Disaster Communications

· In an emergency situation, you are allowed to help on frequencies outside your license privileges in any way possible.
· You can only use “SOS” or “MAYDAY” in a real life or property – threatening emergency.
· In a disaster, where normal communications are disrupted, stations may make any transmissions necessary to meet essential communications and facilitate relief actions.
· When the FCC declares a temporary communications emergency, it announces any special conditions and/or rules that will be observed during the emergency.
· If you’re in the middle of a conversation with another ham, and hear a call for help, shut up and take the call!
· In an emergency, the proper way to interrupt a repeater conversation is to say “BREAK”, followed by your callsign.  NOTE: The book answer here is to say “BREAK” once, then your callsign.  Some groups recommend that you say “BREAK BREAK”, then your callsign.  The reasoning is that during a conversation, the parties involved might not hear the first “BREAK”.  Check with your local repeater owners as to their preferred method.  In the meantime, just remember that the books says one.
· During an emergency, the use of tactical call signs (“Command Post”, “Weather Center”) helps to coordinate communications and is more efficient.
· Messages concerning a person’s well being  are called “Health and Welfare” traffic.
· Messages concerning immediate human safety are called “Emergency Traffic”.
· It’s always a good idea to have power for your station other than commercial AC power, so that you may provide communications in an emergency.
· The most important accessory for your handheld?  Several charged batteries!
· A quick setup, portable HF antenna?  A dipole.  (Hang it  between a few tree limbs!)
· When participating in a RACES drill, all messages must be identified as drill or test messages. 
· You must be registered with a responsible Civil Defense Organization before participating in RACES drills.
What You Should Know

Two key points in this chapter.    

Control Operator – The licensed amateur in Control of the station.  If you are a licensed amateur, and you are using your radio at your station, you are the Control Operator.  If I am using your radio at your station, I am the Control Operator.  It’s that simple.

So, the Control Operator could be the Station Licensee, or any other licensed amateur.

Emergency Communications

Remember Part 97?  (You did read it, didn’t you?)  The FCC says that Amateur Radio is a service, one of the main purposes of which is to provide emergency communications in times when other forms of communication fail.  Most hams take that part of the job seriously, and participate in local ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Services), or RACES (Radio  Amateur Civil Emergency Services) groups.  When you get your license, we encourage you to participate in these activities.  While you hopefully will never have to participate in a “real” disaster, being prepared to do so can be an educational and rewarding part of this great hobby/service, and the drills and practice sessions for emergency services can help to sharpen your operator skills.
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